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3. Submit complete documentation describing all ingredients (active and inactive), manufacturing processes,

4,

process control information, testing, and other information as required by the material evaluation
program.
Request and complete an onsite audit by a material evaluation program.

Approval. Upon receipt of complete documentation and request for an onsite audit, the material evaluation
program must:

1.
2.

6.
7

Conduct a complete review of all documented processes by a qualified inspector.

Conduct annual onsite audits of manufacturing facilities and processing by a qualified, experienced
inspector to verify compliance with NOP requirements and stated procedures.

Conduct a balance-in / balance-out analysis of all ingredients and finished products including, when
appropriate, by nitrogen content.

Prepare and issue a complete report of all observations and findings to the manufacturer and retain for
review by the NOP.

Issue a signed certificate or other instrument which specifically lists all products approved under the
scope of the material evaluation program. Document must state “Approved for use in NOP organic
production by [name of material evaluation program who conducted the material review and onsite
inspection].

Conduct at least one annual unannounced inspection during manufacturing to ensure ongoing compliance.
Not issue approval for any fertilizer or other input which does not fully comply with the regulations.

Criteria for approval of fertilizer manufacturers. A material evaluation program may issue written approval of the

fertilizer manufacturing process if:

1. Written procedures fully describe the manufacturing process.

Procedures fully account for product plant nutrient content and other attributes.

3. On-site inspections confirm that all NOP requirements are met and there is no evidence of fraud in
formulation,

4. The infrastructure necessary to produce the approved finished product is present and complete. This
may include dry and liquid storage areas, conveyances (such as forklifts, trucks, piping), finished
product storage, and both the ingredient and finished product transportation infrastructure.

5. Shipping and receiving balances for ingredients and finished products support findings of product
compliance.

6. Unannounced inspections and analytical testing verify compliance.

With this notice, the NOP removes the requirement for a minimum of 100 yards of separation between synthetic
nitrogen storage facilities and organic fertilizer production areas.
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